— 1K Jm

[EEfR~N — <]

MPEERE QN A X~ ARtk - DN N KE
— [RE] wELU—

GEERKPERY HOmpERe oéxeExrex SHir RE

WER (| XRE—1RY ) SRAXLVTE LEEH D PN HESEREEV S 0 LN F N RESPR U TR N VR & — 2K
NN QBN Sk — P RESE OEURIY S0° DR HROBREEKCERVBH UAMNMEEN LR RESESKEL RSV
RO KEED” BHEGE [KE] (| RITRYE) wE-DL O EEH LRIV 00§ 1 48e°

EEWRVONECKESH > P&V [R] Vieowr — D — 2 REoR M0 [HR] SOl E S K&V S 5B EiEqs
NVOBEWE P VLA O Ve | BOHERCHRIVAS” SR&0T WOELHING <EVBENSHOEER SIEEA OV V0 < RE (
CE LRIV MOHE] UER <o)yl O IR [-DQ L OniR V-0 | SLEKROMREININD 0 S0 Ehe oK) D\

LA U REA O 4% 5 RERK Q8 S REFEOR % 40" Ry DN AU O S V-2 HiRQImEV DV HBs KEQCHESHS MROR | v v
CHRRMITWR WY S:0° HUWEm LY [KE| € [#] CRORLRUQD S Vel ERL°

[KE| SiEathagse [&] 27 PP QR [ZH] KO8N DR —KWwHD UVl [0 wEOeR” EEHEVEN [MR4nn
A [hEox] YRRl e U OQ [0V Qe ] [HOW R0 S/ I#GRE S O 2e°

VO [H] REVE-INIEOWY 500 H HRIMIE-USSRI<NES £ 2N — H N B BRIV S [hhox] sy 9050
VEEHUREe [SEEGREN] YRS Ve HOKU [E O] WRHOWHIRWIRA [#] miR-2442" [SEGRTNe] o
B0 V4580 {0 <RV 4900 1) AU IBEE D¢

40" RIERHEH -0 0 W [ BEEEURSQSN [hENDN ] WE S IEN REHQUIEwWNQ O 550° 1)1 URKE VR0 < —
NETEE [MRRXVLENDNDNH] QR F AN N Qv ) — NawHEE - RilMene )0 U O VKRR [#] QREFPLVES" [#] © (K4omis)
CmMEI 490" RIZQMWER N A X -0 Q Ik — D QEIEIEHUNIRK O O OHE{ED 0

D

e

Fr—D - WEH RF AN KE R HRO<EWERIK

&

FEBFR LR ERTE 55187 (2022)

73 (110)




NI RBEOTIAMIBIDFrv T RE |

The Representation of Chaplin
in Midor1 Osaki’s Texts:

with Special Reference to Mokuse: (Osmanthus Fragrans)

ONO Mitsue

Department of Japanese Literature,
School of Cultural and Social Studies,
The Graduate University for Advanced Studies, SOKENDAI

Summary

In the texts of Midori Osaki (1896-1971), the recurrent theme of her admiration for Charles Chaplin or
“Charlie” appears across her works such as in novels, essays, poetry and records of dialogues. However, this
theme has been largely overlooked in previous studies and has not been explored in depth. This article focuses
on the theme by making reference to one of her short stories titled Mokusei (Osmanthus fragrans) (1929) and
sheds light on its importance.

In some of Osaki’s essays on films, the word “shadow” appears repeatedly. This word suggests a sort of
otherworldly fascination that emerges from a medium such as film, and her strong interest in the characters
who appear in films as otherworldly beings different from actual human beings. She says movie watching is
more than mere entertainment. When watching a film, she touches and is absorbed into the “world of shadow”,
and even her way of thinking is influenced. Osaki finds Chaplin attractive as a “man of shadow” in a film rather
than an actual human being. In light of the above, the author discusses what “I” is and what “my” love is in
Mokusei.

While “I”, the narrator of Mokusei, feels “loneliness” after declining a marriage proposal from N, a friend
from her school days, she says “I am in love” and “I love you” for the first time when she talks about her
fondness for Charlie in The Gold Rush, which she saw in the theater.

The narrator is more interested in Charlie as a lonely wanderer than Charlie as a successful man who
becomes a millionaire and has a happy ending with his lover in the film. The author points that “I”, the narrator,
who finds “loneliness” in him and has sympathy for him, is also a person who may be characterized as a “lonely
wanderer”.

After the film, the narrator has an imaginary conversation with Charlie with a vivid image of Charlie in
herself. The author, based on the thematic continuity in Osaki’s subsequent texts, concludes that the image
represented in this novel is an alter ego of the narrator, borrowed and transformed from Chaplin’s image in the

film The Gold Rush, and is an embodied “male model” in her mind.

Key words: Midori Osaki, Chaplin, cinema, shadow, love for fictional characters
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