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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Priestesses in Kabira, Ishigakijima:

Their Inauguration,Manners of prayer,and Concept of gods

Mayo, SAWAI

(The Graduate University for Advanced Studies, School of Cultural and Social Studies, Department of
Japanese History)

Key words;
priestess-Tsukasa-, Kabira, Ishigakijima, choosing the successor by lot, ritual
invocation, concept of gods

In the study of Ryukyuan folk religion,the issue of the priestess-Noro,Tsukasa-,who does
mainly the ritual of community,is one of the topics having mentioned frequently.But in the
previous studies,they have argued some of the limited topics about priestess.Contrary to
this, I consider it is necessary to focus on the religious life of priestess in more phases.From
this point of view,in this paper,I would like to describe by my research three topics about
priestess-Tsukasa- of Kabira, Ishigakijima,one of the southern Ryukyuan islands.

1) The process of the inauguration,especially the lot,the way to choose the successor.
In Kabira,the way of lot was brought in after the World War II. In former times,the
successor had been decided by blood.In the previous studies,the lot is looked upon as a
rational way.But actually,for the priestesses themselves,the scene of the lot is far from
rationalism,rather the scene where the power of gods operates.They tell me about the
mysterious incident during the lot.

2) The way of praying at the ritual ceremony,especially about the ritual invocations,which
characterize the being of priestesses.In Kabira,knowledge about ritual invocation is
limited strictly to the priestesses,with the way of chanting and transmission.I also could
not grasp the texts,but by some hints I have got,it seems that they have concrete content
about rich harvest of agricultural products and health of community’s member.About the
rule of chanting,it is noticed that even when the plural priestesses chant separately,they
intend strongly the invocation to unify.

3) Concept of gods. As before, the priestess is often looked upon as the prayer who merely
pray to gods.But recently,it is reported from some villages that the priestess perceive gods
in various way. Kabira's case also tells us priestesses perceive gods.It was previously
reported that another village™s priestess perceive gods in human shape.To compare with
this,the feature of Kabira's case is that priestess sense the gods by sound and touch.

I have described the part of the religious life of the priestesses in Kabira.Hereafter, I would

like to extend the range of description and advance in comparative study.
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